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Aloha, 

 I have been a school counselor in rural Maui for almost 20 years. The past 2-3 

years there has been a significant rise in electronic cigarette use by students in my school 

as young as 3rd and 4th grade. As you know there are devastating consequences to 

beginning this habit as children and young adults. As a school and community we are 

doing all we can to educate and prevent this from happening including parent meetings, 

prevention presentations, counseling, etc, however, we are no match for big-vape 

companies with unlimited money for advertising to children on social media.  

 Our community is predominantly Native Hawaiian, data shows that our people have 

the highest use rate in our state. Something more has to be done to turn the tide away 

from these harmful devices.  

 As a counselor, as a mother, as a very concerned citizen, please do all you can to 

ensure regulation so our children do NOT have access to these devices. This includes a 

flavor ban (which will directly impact children) and online sale regulation, I am terrified 

about their future health and happiness if this continues unregulated.  

 

Me ka mahalo,  

Moani Aiona 

Moani Aiona, School Counselor 

Hana High & Elementary School  

mailto:crco@notes.k12.hi.us
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Comments:  

To Whom it may concern, 

      I am a Special Educational Assistant at the Hana High and Elementary School.  I 
have been here working  at the school for over 16 yearsI have see the difference in the 
amount of students vaping at our school and it saddens me that there is more and more 
younger student are starting to vape. It doesnt help that manufactors are making flavors 
that draw these children to wanting to even vape more.  Some flavors that are candy 
smelling and tasting. Even menthol attracts kids.   We as teachers and parents need to 
show this young generation that there is more in life to do then just Vaping.  Teaching 
them that follow or peer presure is not the right thing to do. That you do have the right 
and not need to be afraid to say no.  To stand up to other peer or friends that think 
vaping makes you look like your older or mature but in fact it just makes you getting 
closer to death. So please help us stop the Vaping with them, our  younger generation. 
To help them see the risk in vaping that one day can cause them to become very ill or 
even lose their lives. Please help our young generations to have a chance to have 
better futures for themselves.   
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Comments:  

I believe that kids should not be allowed to vape, we should be allowed to sell to adults 
of the age of 21, by stopping flavors from coming with only create other greater 
problems. Thank you for your time.  
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Jamil Folio!
The Man Cave!
1993 S. Kihei Rd Suite 18!
Kihei, Hawaii 96733!

To our Distinguished Legislators:!

My name is Jamil Folio, I am the Administrative Manager for ÒThe Man CaveÓ retail business in 
Kihei, Hawaii. I am a property owner, father of young children, concerned citizen and a small 
business advocate who is proud to call Maui my home. !

I am writing in STRONG support  of banning ßavored tobacco products. We sell tobacco 
products in our store , and understand the trepidation of other business owners/operators 
concerning potential lost revenue. BUT, we cannot jeopardize the health of our youth and our 
community by focusing on short term proÞt.!

An alarming number of Maui County high school students, over 30%, are currently using e-
cigarettes, while less than 5% of adults in HawaiÕi are current users. These products are 
proving to be dangerous in themselves. A good portion of them will go on to use combustible 
tobacco products, which are the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United 
States. Children are 10 times more likely to start smoking having had exposure to vaping or e-
cigarettes in the past.!

21,000 children under the age of 18 currently living in Hawaii will die prematurely from 
smoking.  !

If you could please read the previous sentence one more time. Then consider the Þnancial cost 
associated with long term cancer and end of life care.  Any lost short term revenue from 
banning the sales of ßavored tobacco products is a minor rounding error in the long term costs  
associated with cancer for tens of thousands of HawaiiÕs citizens.!

We are not talking about the rights adults have to make informed discussions. We are talking 
about middle school children being hooked on bubble gum, cotton candy, and Pipeline POG 
ßavored addiction. And that is what is being sold: addiction. This is a tried and true campaign 
of inßuence from tobacco companies who have been marketing to children for decades (as 
proven in their own internal documents multiple times). !

For every potential sale that would be lost, a life might be saved. So please represent your 
constituents, our community and our island ohana by doing the right thing.  No child or adult 
needs candy ßavored cancer causing products. !

Thank you for your time.!

Mahalo,!

Jamil Folio
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Comments:  

My name is Miriam Mendoza Martinez and I am a student at Konawaena High 
school. I am in favor of this bill which bans the sale of flavored tobacco in Hawaii. 
The tobacco consumption rates on this Island are extremely high. Today the 
youth is suffering due to the marketing of theese products because they appear 
just like our favorite candy flavors. Just at my school alone many teens vape in 
the bathrooms and even in classrooms around other students making it seem 
cool when maybe theyr'e just that addicted or hooked up to the nicotine that it is 
very hard to just spend a few minutes without vaping. Additionally, teens are now 
hanging out in the bathrooms vaping for whole class periods so this is not only 
affecting their health but affecting their education. As part of my coalition I 
support this ban because I have seen people that want to quit and it is extremely 
hard to quit. These products are causing severe health issues throughout our 
island and even nation wide. Also, I have seen and talked to many people that 
want to stop especially with all the recent deaths but can't because they need 
help and also sometimes they're parents don't even know what they are going 
through so they don't have the emotional support to quit making it so hard for 
them. Overall, Hawaii should ban the sale of flavored tobacco products because it 
is taking control of many people especially the youth affecting their lifes in many 
negative ways there are no benefits with theese harmful products to society so 
why should we keep them if all they do is cause more and more harm. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:19:46 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Zehner Hawaii Smokers 
Alliance 

Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  





kobayashi1
Late



!

"#$!! ! %&'()*!+#&,!-(./,#!',0!+/*1 (, !2##0*#, !
3(45!%&'()*!65)1)',0!7#8'9'*&(:!-'*;!<'*&5=:!',0!>5',!?/(,@', !
-5=85)*!#A!1&5!<#/*5!<5'@1&!',0!B#C5)!',0!<(D&5)!E0/4'1(#,!%#==(1155*!

!
F5$!! ! >/GG#)1$!<6!HIJK!F5@'1(,D!1#!L@'M#)50!"#8'44#!N)#0/41*!
!
<5')(,D$! "/5*0'9:!L58)/')9!I:!HOHO!'1!H$PJG=!(,!F##=!QOR!
!

S5')!%&'():!3(45!%&'():!',0!-5=85)*:!
!
"&5!L@'M#)*!<##;!7(0*!<T!%'=G'(D,!(*!G@5'*50!1#!*/8=(1!1&(*!C)(115,!15*1(=#,9!(,!>UNNVF"!#A!<6HIJK!
G)#&(8(1(,D!1&5!*'@5!#)!0(*1)(8/1(#,!#A!'@@!A@'M#)50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*:!(,4@/0(,D!G)#0/41*!C(1&!=5,1&#@W!!
2&(@5!C5!*1)#, D@9!*/GG#)1!'!A@'M#)!8',:!C5!C',1!1#!5=G&'*(.5!1#!1&5!4#==(1155!1&5!(=G#)1',45!1#!
(,4@/05!=5,1&#@!(,!',9!A/1/)5!8',!',0!1#!*&')5!(,A#)='1(#, !#,!1&5!5AA541(M5,5**!#A!9#/1&!45**'1(#,!
G)#D)'=*!#M5)!(,4)5'*50!G5,'@1(5*!A#)!#/)!9#/1&W!!

�&�o���À�}�Œ�•���,�}�}�l���<�]���•���,���Á���]�Z�]���]�•���Á�}�Œ�l�]�v�P���š�}���‰�Œ�}�š�����š���,���Á���]�Z�]�[�•���l���]�l�]�����Ç���‰�Œ�}�Z�]���]�š�]�v�P���š�Z�����•���o�����}�(�����o�o���(�o���À�}�Œ������
1#8'44#!G)#0/41*:!(,4@/0(,D!=5,1&#@:!1#!G)5M5,1!1&5!1#8'44#!(,0/*1)9!A)#=!5,1(4(,D!4&(@0)5,!C(1&!1&5*5!
A@'M#)*W!E,0#)*50!89!=#)5!1&',!HOO!#)D',(.'1(#,*:!4#==/,(19!@5'05)*!',0!'0M#4'15*:!1&(*!4'=G'(D,!(*!
'!X#(,1!(,(1('1(M5!#A!1&5!Y=5)(4',!<5')1!Y**#4('1(#,:!1&5!Y=5)(4',!B/,D!Y**#4('1(#,:!1&5!Y=5)(4',!
%',45)!>#4(519!%',45)!Y41(#,!Z51C#);:!1&5!%'=G'(D,!A#)!"#8'44#[L)55!7(0*:!',0!1&5!%#'@(1(#,!A#)!'!
"#8'44#[�&�Œ�������,���Á���]�Z�]�U�������‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u���}�(���š�Z�����,���Á���]�Z�]���W�µ���o�]�����,�����o�š�Z���/�v�•�š�]�š�µ�š��W!!

�t�Z�]�o�����,���Á���]�[�]���Z���•���u���������P�Œ�����š���•�š�Œ�]�����•���]�v���Œ�����µ���]�v�P���š�}���������}���µ�•���U���š�}���������}���µ�•�����Œ���u���]�v�•!1&5!,/=85)!#,5!
G)5M5,1'8@5!4'/*5!#A!G)5='1/)5!05'1&!',0!0(*5'*5!(,!#/)!*1'15!',0!1&5!,'1(#,:!;(@@(,D!I\O:OOO!
Y=5)(4',*!',,/'@@9W!T,!�,���Á���]�[�]��=(00@5!',0!&(D&!*4&##@!5[4(D')5115!/*5!)'15*!')5!1)/@9!'@')=(,D:!]IH^!#A!
'@@!&(D&!*4&##@!*1/05,1*!',0!HK^!#A!'@@!=(00�o�����•���Z�}�}�o���•�š�µ�����v�š�•���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�]�v�P�����À���Œ���Z���À�]�v�P���µ�•�����������^���o�����š�Œ�}�v�]����
�À���‰�]�v�P�������À�]�����X�_P!L/)1&5)=#)5:!C5!&'M5!)545,1@9!*55,!'!0)'*1(4!(,4)5'*5!(,!1&5!,/=85)!#A!9#/1&!C&#!

!
P!!"#$%&'()*+,-).%/+01%2)34,-%56-*'+..)73'%5804'9%

:&/255;<*(44=>??@@@<()@)++(').4(9)44'-0<,-A?+7B+3)4,-0?+7B'C?*+'@D+7B+3)4,-EBFG!"HI.,3).'EBF#J!



/*5!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*W!L)#=!HOPK!1#!HOP\!)'15*!&'M5!(,4)5'*50!'=#,D!&(D&!*4&##@5)*!A)#=!PPWK^!1#!
HOW\^!',0!(,!=(00@5!*4&##@5)*!A)#=!QWQ^!1#!IWI^WH!T1!(*!4@5')!1&'1!C5!=/*1!'41!',0!C5!=/*1!'41!,#CW!!
!
"#$%&'&(&)*!(%+!,-.+!$/!/.-0$#+1!($'-22$!3#$142(,5!&)2.41&)*!6+)(%$.!2&*-#+((+,5!&)!-..!($'-22$!
#+(-&.+#,!&,!-!2#&(&2-.!,(+3!(%-(!7&..!%+.3!3#$(+2(!2%&.1#���v���o�]�À�]�v�P���]�v���,���Á���]�[�]���(�Œ�}�u���š�Z�����µ�v�Œ���o���v�š�]�v�P�����(�(�}�Œ�š�•��
'8!(%+!($'-22$!&)14,(#8!($!%$$9!(%+6!($!-!1+-1.8!-11&2(&$):!!L@'M#)50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*!')5!05*(D,50!
1#!'@15)!1&5!1'*15!',0!)50/45!1&5!&')*&,5**!#A!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*:!*#!1&59!')5!=#)5!'GG5'@(,D!',0!5'*9!
A#)!85D(,,5)*:!C&#!')5!'@=#*1!'@C'9*!;(0*W!"&5*5!G)#0/41*!')5!G5)M'*(M5!',0!')5!=');5150!',0!*#@0!(,!
'!M')(519!#A!;(0[A)(5,0@9!A@'M#)*W!2(1&!1&5()!4#@#)A/@!G'4;'D(,D!',0!*C551!A@'M#)*:!A@'M#)50!1#8'44#!
G)#0/41*!')5!#A15,!&')0!1#!0(*1(,D/(*&!A)#=!1&5!4',09!0(*G@'9*!,5')!C&(4&!1&59!')5!A)5_/5,1@9!G@'450!
(,!)51'(@!#/1@51*W!;-(&$)-..85!5(D&1!#/1!#A!15,!#A!4/))5,1!9#/1&!1#8'44#!/*5)*!&'M5!/*50!'!A@'M#)50!
1#8'44#!G)#0/41!(,!1&5!G'*1!=#,1&WQ!
!
<+)(%$.!&,!(%+!<$,(!"$34.-#!=$'-22$!>.-0$#!?6$)*!@$4(%!
-#*1!(,*(0(#/*!'=#,D!1 &5!A@'M#)*!G)5A5))50!89!9#/1&:!')5!=(,1!',0!=5,1&#@W!`(M5,!1&'1!=',9!#A!#/)!
9#/1&!')5!,#C!'00(4150!1#!,(4#1(,5!',0!C(@@!@##;!A#)!5'*9:!*(=(@')@9!1'*1(,D*!G)#0/41*!(A!A@'M#)50!5[
4(D')5115*!')5!)5=#M50!A)#=!1&5!=');51:!C5!*1)#,D@9!)54#==5,0!1&'1!1&5!4#==(1155*!4#,*(05)!
5aG',0(,D!1&(*!G)#G#*50!@5D(*@'1(#,!1#!(,4@/05!=5,1&#@:!=(,1!',0!=5,1&#@'150!4#=8/*1(8@5!1#8'44#W!!
-5,1&#@!05@(M5)*!'!G@5'*',1!=(,19!1'*15!',0!(=G')1*!'!4##@(,D!',0!*##1&(,D!*5,*'1(#,W!"&5*5!
4&')'415)(*1(4*!*/445**A/@@9!='*;!1&5!&')*&,5**!#A!1#8'44#:!=';(,D!(1!5'*(5)!A#)!85D(,,5)!*=#;5)*!',0!
�l�]���•���š�}���š�}�o���Œ���š�����•�u�}�l�]�v�P�X���d�Z�����&�����[�•���d�}���������}���W�Œ�}���µ���š���^���]���v�š�]�(�]���������À�]�•�}�Œ�Ç�����}�u�u�]�š�š�������~�d�W�^�����•���Z���•��
)5G#)150!1&'1$!

· -5,1&#@!4(D')5115*!(,4)5'*5!1&5!,/=85)!#A!4&(@0)5,!C&#!5aG5)(=5,1!C(1&!4(D')5115*!
',0!1&5!,/=85)!#A!4&(@0)5,!C&#!854#=5!)5D/@')!*=#;5)*:!(,4)5'*(,D!#M5)'@@!9#/1&!
*=#;(,DW!

· b#/,D!G5#G@5!C&#!(,(1('15!/*(,D!=5,1&#@!4(D')5115*!')5!=#)5!@(;5@9!1#!854#=5!'00(4150!
',0!854#=5!@#,D[15)=!0'(@9!*=#;5)*W!

YA15)!'!1&#)#/D&!)5M(5C!#A!1&5!5M(05,45:!"N>Y%!4#,4@/���������š�Z���š���^�Z���u�}�À���o���}�(���u���v�š�Z�}�o�����]�P���Œ���š�š���•���(�Œ�}�u��
�š�Z�����u���Œ�l���š�‰�o���������Á�}�µ�o���������v���(�]�š���‰�µ���o�]�����Z�����o�š�Z���]�v���š�Z�����h�v�]�š�������^�š���š���•�X�_I !

!
!
!

!
H!�&�'�&�����´�7�R�E�D�F�F�R���8�V�H���L�V���5�L�V�L�Q�J�µ���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�������������5�H�S�R�U�W����!
Q!�$�P�E�U�R�V�H�����%�.�����H�W���D�O�������³�)�O�D�Y�R�U�H�G���7�R�E�D�F�F�R���3�U�R�G�X�F�W���8�V�H���$�P�R�Q�J���8�6���<�R�X�W�K���$�J�H�G������"#$!%&'()*!+,#-"�����������´��!"#$%&'(")(*+,(-.,$/0&%(1,2/0&'(-33"0/&*/"%*!
./012)3&4!56126&!78950&(!+:*!+,#;<!
I  Tobacco Products Scientific Advisory Committee (TPSAC), Menthol Cigarettes and Public Health: Review of the Scientific Evidence and 
Recommendations, July 21, 2011 
http://www.fda.gov/downloads/AdvisoryCommittees/CommitteesMeetingMaterials/TobaccoProductsScientificAdvisoryCommittee/UCM2696
97.pdf. 



>.-0$#+1!=$'-22$!"#$142(,!?#+!"+#0-,&0+!!
Y!HOOR!A505)'@!@'C:!1&5!L'=(@9!>=#;(,D!N)5M5,1(#,!',0!"#8'44#!%#,1)#@!Y41:!G)#&(8(150!1&5!*'@5!#A!
4(D')5115*!C(1&!4&')'415)(.(,D!A@'M#)*!#1&5)!1&',!=5,1&#@!#)!1#8'44#:!(,4@/0(,D!4',09!',0!A)/(1!A@'M#)*W!
2&(@5!#M5)'@@!4(D')5115!*'@5*!&'M5!855,!054@(,(,D!*(,45!1&5!HOOR!@'C:!1&5!G)#G#)1(#,!#A!*=#;5)*!/*(,D!
!"#$%&'!4(D')5115*!]1&5!#,@9!)5='(,(,D!A@'M#)50!4(D')5115c!&'*!855,!(,4)5'*(,DWJ!-5,1&#@!4(D')5115*!
4#=G)(*50!Qd!G5)45,1!#A!1&5!=');51!(,!HOP\Wd!!
!
Y*!#A!HOPK:!)5*5')4&5)*!&'0!(05,1(A(50!=#)5!1&',!PJ:JOO!/,(_/5!5[4(D')5115!A@'M#)*!'M'(@'8@5!#,@(,5WK!
L@'M#)*!')5!,#1!X/*1!'!4)(1(4'@!G')1!#A!1&5!G)#0/41!05*(D,!8/1!')5!'!;59!=');51(,D!G@#9!A#)!1&5!(,0/*1)9W!
"&5!HOPd!>/)D5#,!`5,5)'@!F5G#)1!#,!5[���]�P���Œ���š�š���•�����}�v���o�µ�������U���^��[4(D')5115*!')5!=');5150!89!G)#=#1(,D!
A@'M#)*!',0!/*(,D!'!C(05!M')(519!#A!=50('!4&',,5@*!',0!'GG)#'4&5*!1&'1!&'M5!855,!/*50!(,!1&5!G'*1!A#)!
�u���Œ�l���š�]�v�P�����}�v�À���v�š�]�}�v���o���š�}���������}���‰�Œ�}���µ���š�•���š�}���Ç�}�µ�š�Z�����v�����Ç�}�µ�v�P�������µ�o�š�•�X�_\ !"&5!HOPd!Z'1(#,'@!b#/1&!
"#8'44#!>/)M59!A#/,0!1&'1!K\WH!G5)45,1!#A!=(00@5!',0!&(D&!*4&##@!*1/05,1*�v HOWJ!=(@@(#,!9#/1&�v &'0!
855,!5aG#*50!1#!5[4(D')5115!'0M5)1(*5=5,1*!A)#=!'1!@5'*1!#,5!*#/)45:!',!(,4)5'*5!A)#=!d\WR!G5)45,1!(,!
HOPIWR!

���o�š�Z�}�µ�P�Z���š�}���������}�����}�u�‰���v�]���•�����o���]�u���š�}���������Œ���•�‰�}�v���]�v�P���š�}�������µ�o�š���š�}���������}���µ�•���Œ�•�[�������u���v�����(�}�Œ���À���Œ�]���š�Ç�U���]�š�[�•�����o�����Œ��
1&'1!A@'M#)50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*!G@'9!'!;59!)#@5!(,!5,1(4(,D!,5C!/*5)*:!G')1(4/@')@9!;(0*:!1#!'!@(A51(=5!#A!
'00(41(#,W!"&(*!D)#C(,D!=');51!#A!A@'M#)50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*!(*!/,05)=(,(,D!G)#D)5**!(,!)50/4(,D!9#/1&!
1#8'44#!/*5!(,!1&5!*1'15W!!
!
>.-0$#+1!=$'-22$!"#$142(,!?#+!"$34.-#!?6$)*!@$4(%!
"&5*5!*C551!G)#0/41*!&'M5!A/5@50!1&5!G#G/@')(19!#A!5[4(D')5115*!',0!4(D')*!'=#,D!9#/1&W!Y!
D#M5),=5,1!*1/09!A#/,0!1&'1!\P!G5)45,1!#A!;(0*!C&#!&'M5!5M5)!/*50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*!*1')150!C(1&!'!
A@'M#)50!G)#0/41W!Y4)#**!'@@!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*:!1&5!0'1'!(*!4@5')$!A@'M#)50!1#8'44#!G)#0/41*!')5!
#M5)C&5@=(,D@9!/*50!89!9#/1&!'*!'!*1')15)!G)#0/41:!',0!G)5A5)5,45!A#)!A@'M#)*!054@(,5*!C(1&!'D5W!!

F545,1@9!)5@5'*50!0'1'!A)#=!1&5!HOPR!Z'1(#,'@!b#/1&!"#8'44#!>/)M59!*&#C*!1&'1!1&5!9#/1&!5[4(D')5115!
5G(05=(4!4#,1(,/5*!1#!D)#C[[HKWJ^!#A!&(D&!*4&##@!*1/05,1*!')5!4/))5,1!5[4(D')5115!/*5)*:!'!PQJ^!

!
J �9�L�O�O�D�Q�W�L�����$�������H�W���D�O�������³�&�K�D�Q�J�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���F�R�U�U�H�O�D�W�H�V���R�I���P�H�Q�W�K�R�O���F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H���X�V�H���L�Q���W�K�H���8�6�$�������������±�����������´��Tobacco Control, 25(Suppl 
2):ii14-ii20, 2016. 
d =<><!?&4&('1!@('4&!A5BB2))256!C?@AD*!4/5&$,**,(6,7"$*()"$(89:;*!+,#E*!399.)FGGHHH<I98<J5KG)L)9&BGI21&)G458/B&69)G(&.5(9)GI&4&('1"9('4&"85BB2))256"
82J'(&99&"(&.5(9"+,#M")B5N&1&))"950'885"(&.5(9"+,#MG.##O;,M82J'(&99&(&.5(9+,#M<.4I!P4'9'!I5(!95.!;!B'6/I'89/(&()!561LQ< 
K Zhu, S-�+�����H�W���D�O�������³�(�Y�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q���R�I��Electronic Cigarette Brands from 2013-2014 to 2016-�������������$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���R�I���%�U�D�Q�G���:�H�E�V�L�W�H�V���´���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�I��
Medical Internet Research, 20(3), published online March 12, 2018. 
\  HHS, E-Cigarette Use Among Youth and Young Adults. A Report of the Surgeon General. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and 
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February 3, 2020

TO: Chair John M. Mizuno
Vice Chair Bertrand Kobayashi 
Members of the House Committee on Health

Chair Justin H. Woodson
Vice Chair Mark J. Hashem
Vice Chair Sean Quinlan
Members of the House Committee on Lower & Higher Education

FROM: Cigar Association of America, Inc. 
(William Goo)

RE: HB 2457 - Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 
Hearing Date:  February 4, 2020
Time:  2:15 pm

My name is William Goo.  I represent the Cigar Association of America, Inc. (CAA).

CAA opp oses HB 2457 to the extent that it seeks to ban the sale of flavored tobacco
products including cigars.  The primary focus of this bill is to address the youth vaping
epidemic in Hawaii.  Cigars are primarily the choice and custom of mature, responsible and
informed adults.  Cigars are not the tobacco product of choice of Hawaii’s youth.  Any ban
on flavored tobacco products should exclude cigars.

Thank you for considering this testimony.
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cigarettes and e -cigarette products. For this reason, we also suggest expanding the 
safe harbor program to ac cept other electronic smoking device products such as e -
liquids.  
 
We do not support the component of the bill  requiring public school 
teachers to confiscate electronic smoking devices because it does not solve 
the youth vaping epidemic.  The confiscation o f these devices is extremely difficult 
because it  has to be visible before a teacher can attempt to confiscate it . Furthermore, 
if a teacher witnesses a student vaping but the student has hidden the device, the 
teacher is unable to confiscate it. Teacher already confiscate what they can 
when they can, and they confiscate a lot  at turn them over to their 
administration as these product s are already contraband as set by the BOE 
and DOE , but it is not reducing the use of these products by students at all.  
 
We also  do not support increasing fines for the purchase or possession of 
tobacco products and electronic smoking devices by persons under 21 years 
of age . Imposing higher fines on youth will not solve the vaping epidemic. 
Conversely,  what will help solve the youth vaping epidemic is banning 
flavored tobacco, imposing a tax on electronic smoking products so that 
they are on par with the taxation of traditional tobacco products, and using 
funds from taxation to support health education a nd prevention programs 
about the risks and dangers of the use of electronic smoking devices for 
youth.  
 
To ensure we reduce the youth vaping epidemic in the most effective and targeted 
way, we respectfully ask you to consider our comments on HB 2457.  







Counties need and want the ability to address youth vaping in their communities, but are prevented by 
state law. Changing the state law to give counties the authority to regulate the sale of e-cigarettes will 
allow for local solutions. 

Mahalo a nui loa for your time and consideration. 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

February 3, 2020 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
Rep. John M. Mizuno, Chair 
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Rep. Calvin K.Y. Say, Rep. Nadine K. Nakamura,  
Rep. James Kunane Tokioka, Rep. Joy A. San Buenaventura, and Rep. Gene Ward 
 
HOUSE COMMITTEE ON LOWER & HIGHER EDUCATION 
Rep. Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
Rep. Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair 
Rep. Sean Quinlan, Vice Chair 
Rep. Lynn DeCoite, Rep. Takashi Ohno, Rep. Aaron Ling Johanson,  
Rep. David A. Tarnas, Rep. Dale T. Kobayashi, Rep. James Kunane Tokioka,  
Rep. Dee Morikawa, and Rep. Val Okimoto 

 
STRONG SUPPORT FOR 

HB 2457 RELATING THE YOUTH VAPING EPIDEMIC  
 
Aloha Health and Lower & Higher Education Committee Members, 
 
The undersigned are members of the Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park Beach Cleanup 
Team, and we would like to register our strong support for HB 2457.  
 
We collaborated with appointed and elected officials to designate portions of Lydgate Beach 
Park as the County of KauaiÕs first tobacco-free park, and we believe in advancing the health 
and wellness of our youth by protecting them from becoming tobacco product addicts.  
 
Electronic smoking productsÑ especially but not limited to flavored vaping compoundsÑ  
are pernicious devices clearly profiting the tobacco industry by addicting children to 
nicotine. The detrimental long-term public health effects of nicotine addiction is established 
science. 
 
Please fulfill  your allegiance to the people of Hawaii and advance House Bill  2457. It is your 
responsibility to protect our youthsÕ health and wellness, not to assure the tobacco industryÕs 
and tobacco retailersÕ profits at the expense of assured life-long health degradation and 
quality-of-life impairments. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Tommy A. Noyes 
General Coordinator 
The Friends of Kamalani and Lydgate Park 
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young people that they have targeted with their deadly and highly addictive product. 
Comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing policies place responsibility on retailers rather 
than young consumers. With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer 
licensing policies have proven more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and 
nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, we urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 
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Date: February 2, 2020 

To:  Representative John M. Mizuno, Chair 
Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
Members of the Health Committee 

Representative Justin H. Woodson, Chair 
Representative Mark J. Hashem, Vice Chair 
Representative Sean Quinlan, Vice Chair 
Members of the Lower and Higher Education Committee 

Re: Strong Support HB 2457, Relating to the Youth Vaping Epidemic 

Hrg:  February 4, 2020 at 2:15 pm at Conference Room 309 
 

 
The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi, a program of the HawaiÔi 
Public Health Institute i is in Strong Support of HB 2456, which would 
end the sale of all menthol and flavored tobacco products in the state 
and prohibit mislabeling of e-liquid products containing nicotine. The 
Coalition also recommends amendments regarding the creation of a 
safe harbor program within the Department of Health for disposal of e-
cigarettes, enabling teachers to confiscate e-cigarett es from underage 
students, and penalties for underage tobacco users.  
 
This measure will help to save lives. 
Tobacco use remains a serious threat to public health. Each year, 
HawaiÔi spends $526 million in health care costs and $141.7 million in 
Medicaid costs due to smoking. Tobacco products with menthol, sweet 
flavors, and colorful packaging are designed to attract teens and young 
adults. Menthol has cooling properties that mask the harshness of 
tobacco smoke and nicotine, making menthol cigarettes a popular 
starter product.  A report by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, 
issued in 2013, found that menthol cigarettes led to 1) increased 
smoking initiation among youth and young adults; 2) greater addiction; 
and 3) decreased success in quitting smoking. Candy flavors such as 
Fruit Hoops, Sour Straws, and Cookie Monsta are designed to appeal to 
kids, and make nicotine go down easier. With 81% of youth starting with 
a flavored productii, regulating the flavors designed to capture and 
addict new customers prioritizes the health and safety of our 
community over tobaccoÕs special interests.  
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This measure helps to protect our keiki from a lifetime of addiction.  
HawaiÔi is experiencing a vaping epidemic among our young people. The State Legislature has 
worked hard to protect our residents from the harms caused by tobacco use, but the rapid 
growth of e-cigarette use is alarming. With 42% of all high school students and 27% of middle 
schoolers reporting ever having used an Òelectronic vaping productÓ in 2017, we have an 
urgent need to act. More troubling is that because of the historic declines in smoking, big 
tobacco has decided to focus on candy flavors and nicotine delivery solutions. Tobacco giant 
Altria, maker of Marlboro, is investing in the popular vaping company Juul, which has 76% of 
the e-cigarette market share and is worth $16 billion. 
 
Help us protect our keiki and vulnerable groups from deceptive marketing practices by the 
industry.  
The industry claims that theyÕre not targeting kids, but their actions tell a different story. With 
over 15,500 e-cigarette flavors and growing, these products are not being responsibly 
marketed. The industry selects colorful packaging and ads that appeal to taste and pop 
culture. Tobacco companies have a long history of using these same tactics to entice new and 
younger users and make them repeat customers. Addiction is the opposite of freedom. WeÕre 
fighting to keep our kids free from the deadly addiction to these products. The health of 
HawaiiÕs keiki must be protected from the predatory marketing of tobacco companies. 
 
HawaiÔi voters support ending the sale of flavored tobacco in HawaiÔi. 
In a polliii conducted by Ward Research Inc. for the Coalition in November 2019, 77% of 
registered HawaiÔi voters were in support of prohibiting flavored tobacco products, including 
e-cigarettes, and 70% support including menthol. 
 
E-cigarettes are not FDA-approved to bacco cessation products.  
We have yet to see any scientific evidence, beyond anecdotal data, that e-cigarettes have 
helped smokers to quit completely from tobacco use. The concern is that with the aggressive 
and deceptive marketing of these products, we are seeing other consequences: 1) people who 
have never smoked are using e-cigarettes, 2) children are picking them up as a path to 
smoking, and 3) smokers are using them to perpetuate their habit instead of to completely 
quit.  A study has shown that for every one adult that quits smoking using e-cigarettes, 81 
youth and young adults who would not have considered smoking, will become cigarette 
smokers, starting with e-cigarettesiv. This is not a trade-off we can accept. We need to take 
action and regulate electronic smoking devices for our kids. 
 
The Coalition opposes laws that focus on penalizing youth use and possession of tobacco 
products, including e-cigarettes.  
Possession of tobacco products by underage persons (ÒPUPÓ) unfairly punish and stigmatize 
children, who become addicted at such a young age as a result of the tobacco industryÕs 
aggressive marketing to kids. PUP laws are a known tobacco industry tacticv that shift the 
blame away from the industryÕs irresponsible marketing and retailersÕ violations of our 
Tobacco 21 law. Further, PUP laws are not effective on reducing underage tobacco use and 
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divert policy attention from effective tobacco control strategies  and reinforce the tobacco 
industryÕs position that parents or guardians are responsible for restricting minorsÕ access to 
tobacco. 
 
The Coalition recommends consideration of other measures to decrease youth use of 
tobacco products. 
Instead of criminalizing our children or placing the burden on our public-school educators, the 
focus should be on passing laws that are known to be effective at reducing tobacco use. 
Confiscation and disposal will not solve our youth vaping epidemic and will place high cost and 
burden on the Department of Education for disposal of these hazardous materials. The health 
of our children needs to be protected at all costs, in and out of the classroom. When children 
are not in school, it is unclear what the enforcement will be. Rather than focus on punitive 
laws, we must hold the industry responsible. Vaping products must be regulated and treated 
in the same manner as tobacco products to counter the tobacco industryÕs targeted marketing 
to kids.  
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention outlines a number of proven strategies to 
prevent youth tobacco use, none of which include penalizing youth for possession or using 
tobacco products. Recommended efforts include: regulating tobacco products; decreased 
access to tobacco products; increased price of tobacco products; tobacco prevention policies 
and programs in schools; and increased enforcement of restrictions on tobacco sales to 
minors. 
 
Prohibiting the  sale of flavored tobacco products can help to keep kids from ever starting to 
smoke cigarettes or e-cigarettes, and can encourage those addicted to these products, to quit. 
We appreciate HawaiiÕs leadership in tobacco control and the legislatureÕs actions to protect 
our young people from a deadly addiction. We respectfully urge the committee to pass HB 
2457. 
 
Mahalo, 

 
Jessica Yamauchi, MA 
Executive Director  

!

"!The Coalition for a Tobacco-Free HawaiÔi (Coalition) is a program of the HawaiÔi Public Health Institute (HIPHI) that is 
dedicated to reducing tobacco use through education, policy, and advocacy.  With more than two decades of history in 
HawaiÔi, the Coalition has led several campaigns on enacting smoke-free environments, including being the first state in 
the nation to prohibit the sale of tobacco and electronic smoking devices to purchasers under 21 years of age. 
 
The HawaiÔi Public Health Institute is a hub for building healthy communities, providing issue-based advocacy, 
education, and technical assistance through partnerships with government, academia, foundations, business, and 
community-based organizations. 

!
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##!Ambrose BK, Day HR, Rostron B, et al. Flavored Tobacco Product Use Among US Youth Aged 12-17 Years, 2013-2014. 
JAMA. 2015;314(17):1871Ð1873. doi:10.1001/jama.2015.13802  
!
###!This study by Ward Research, Inc. summarizes findings from a phone survey among n=807 Hawaii registered voters 
(maximum sampling error +/-3.3%), conducted between November 7 Ð December 4, 2019. 
!
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Department of Education for implementation of this requirement for teachers.  We do 
note the Department does have rules under Hawaii Administrative Rules Title 8, Chapter 
19, to address smoking and tobacco products.   
 
While we support provisions to restrict the sale of flavored tobacco products, we do 
have concerns over the increases of fines for violations of possession of a tobacco 
product by persons under the age of 21.  In section 5 of the measure, fines are increased 
from $10 to $100 for the first offense and $50 to $300 for subsequent offenses.  While 
these increased penalties are discretionary and other options in lieu of the fine currently 
exist in the measure, we are wary of the fine increases that affect youth who may be 
addicted to these products.  We would support any effort to remove all monetary fines 
for under-age use and possession for these reasons. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on this important matter. 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alex Abe Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm Alex and I srongly oppose this bill! 
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Submitted on: 2/1/2020 12:57:20 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michelle Kobayashi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

1. 81% of youth who ever used tobacco products started with a flavored product, 
and more than half of youth smokers use menthol cigarettes.   

2. Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive products 
that look and taste like our favorite childhood flavors, such as Hawaiian POG, 
Ono Orange Cream, and Halawa Guava. 

3. I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable through 
regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory 
marketing tactics.  
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Submitted on: 2/1/2020 11:46:09 AM 
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Cindy Nettles Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 11:10:26 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Vin Kim Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose the flavor ban 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
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Chris Cooper Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  
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ellen benton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 7:46:05 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Colleen Inouye Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Reps. Mizuno, Kobayashi, Woodson, Hashem, and Quinlan, 

Please support and pass HB2457.  Hawaii needs to ban the sale of all e-
cigarette/tobacco flavored products.  Both are deadly habits, easily started with using 
flavored products.  As a physician of many adolescents, I have witnessed a tremendous 
increase in my patients using e-cigarettes.  When I offer to help them quit, they state 
that they cannot, due to peer pressure or pressure from siblings or relatives, even 
parents, to use e-cigarettes.  Many of our youth do not have the ability to control their 
own life.  Thus, we need to do our part in making the community they live in, a healthy 
community- one without flavored e-cigarette/tobacco products.      

Respectfully submitted, 

Colleen F Inouye  MD  MMM  FACOG 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 2:41:13 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hoku  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 2:41:38 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Katelyn Kapua Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 10:02:00 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Danielle Castro Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill, especially increasing the fine.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 2:53:35 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eric Heaukulani Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 2:56:41 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joseph E Yarbrough Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/1/2020 5:48:11 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathy Kim Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 10:24:00 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Anthony Orozco Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 10:38:47 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stephanie Mock Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB2457 in banning the sale of flavored tobacco products. When I was a kid, I 
remember despising the smell of cigarettes/tobacco and swore to myself that I would 
never smoke. However, if flavored products had been available then, I don't know if I 
would have been able to abstain. How many kids do you know that can say "no" to 
candy when it's right in front of their faces and actively marketed to them? 

Tobacco companies are making and marketing deadly and addictive products that look 
and taste like our favorite childhood flavors, such as Hawaiian POG, Ono Orange 
Cream, and Halawa Guava. By utilizing flavors, manufacturers are making it seem that 
it's "safe" by capitalizing on these nostalgic flavors we all know and love. This makes it 
difficult for children/adolescents to say "no" since their brains are still forming and 
decision-making capabilities are developing.  

With that, I oppose penalizing youth. We need to hold the industry accountable through 
regulations instead of punishing youth who have fallen prey to their predatory marketing 
tactics.  

Please support HB2457 to make it easier for our kids to live an addiction-free future.  

  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 1:17:44 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kimo Cruz Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 10:53:50 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jericho Tobin Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am strongly opposed to under age tobacco use however, I also strongly oppose a 
flavor ban. Therefore, I must oppose this bill. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 2:17:46 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dallas Nelson Individual Oppose Yes 
 
 
Comments:  

So nasty to people who vape. This bill lacks any logic. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 4:02:04 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Clayton Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 7:53:39 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ASHLEY MATTOS Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support the confiscating of electronic devices but I DO NOT support this flavor ban! 
Any adult over the age of 21 should be able to smoke/vape what flavors they want 
choose to.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 8:01:30 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chase Yoshida Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 8:56:41 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ricky Alaniz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

So this has some mis-information for me as i thought HB2049 was for teachers to 
confiscate electronic devices which i SUPPORT 100 percent. I do oppose of the flavor 
banning for which i used for many years to get myself off of smoking. I don't get why the 
teacher confiscate and flavor ban is on one bill. Very tricky! 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 9:36:32 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Claudia Hartz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB2457. I have two teenagers at home. Constantly worried about 
thier exposure to vaping. I stongly believe vaping is an epidemic and we must do our 
best to stop this. All electroinic smoking devices and flavoring needs to be banned.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 11:13:33 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Elijah Carigon Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Hawaii State Legislature, 

My name is Elijah Carigon and I am a senior at Waiakea High School in Hilo. I am 
writing to you in testimony of HB2457 and my strong support for this bill. 

I believe the youth of Hawaii are tremendously impacted by the effects of vaping, in 
particular, the flavors used to entice young users. Although the use of traditional 
cigarettes is quite low among the youth of Hawaii, the use of e-cigarettes and vaping 
devices is at an all-time high. Flavors are the primary reason why young people are 
enticed to start vaping. 

The US Surgeon General, CDC, and FDA have declared that vaping among youth to be 
an epidemic. Currently 97% of youth who vape report that they use a flavored product 
and 81% of youth who have used tobacco products actually started with a flavored one. 
Additionally, and most importantly, in Hawaii, 1 in 4 high school students vape while 1 in 
5 middle school students vape. 

As a student, I can honestly say that vaping is a major problem among young people 
here in Hawaii. In my school, students are constantly trying to find ways to vape. They 
do it in the bathrooms and other locations throughout the school. My mom is a middle 
school teacher in Hilo and she sees that vaping is a huge problem among the students 
at her school. Students as young as 11 years old are getting hooked on vaping and it is 
mainly due to the flavors. 

Young people really are the ones being targeted by the tobacco industry. With flavors 
such as sour patch, cotton candy, green apple, mango, and bubble gum, it is easy to 
see just exactly who the tobacco industry is going after. These flavors make it very easy 
and appealing for youth, basically children, to start vaping and soon become addicted to 
nicotine. Besides the life-impacting effects of nicotine addiction, other toxic chemicals 
are found in vaping such as formaldehyde, arsenic, and lead among several other 
toxins. 

My sincere plea to you, on behalf of my peers, the youth of Hawaii, is to vote in support 
of HB2457. 



Thank you very much for your strong consideration of my testimony. 

Sincerely, 

Elijah Carigon 

 





young people that they have targeted with their deadly and highly addictive product. 
Comprehensive tobacco retailer licensing policies place responsibility on retailers rather 
than young consumers. With appropriate funding and enforcement, these retailer 
licensing policies have proven more effective in reducing youth initiation of tobacco and 
nicotine. 

On behalf of the keiki and young people of Hawaii, I urge you to support this bill. 

Mahalo for your consideration and support of this important measure. 

  

Sincerely, 

Bryan Mih, MD, MPH, FAAP 

Pediatrician 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 11:41:59 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Louis Bauguess Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I strongly oppose HB2457 because it will impede on my rights to use eliquids and 
electronic devices. This would also prevent myself and others the choice to use flavored 
eliquids. Please vote against HB2457. 

Mahalo, 

Louis Bauguess 

 





Thank you  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 2:40:20 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jennifer Azuma 
Chrupalyk 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/2/2020 11:47:22 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Theresa Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Honorable Representatives, 

I oppose HB2457. Please do not take away my right to use flavored eliquids at my 
discretion. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Theresa Revell 

 



Petition to Submit Testimony in Support of HB2547 

Petition summary and 
background: 

As Registered Dental Hygienists in the state of Hawaii, we are concerned that electronic smoking device (ESD) use among 
youth in Hawaii has reached epidemic levels. The toxic combination of nicotine and enticing flavors have made ESD use a 
preferred choice when compared to other tobacco products (ex. cigarettes). As oral health educators, it is our duty to inform our 
patients of the risks caused by smoking/vaping tobacco products (oral cancer, periodontal disease, tooth loss). We can avoid 
future nicotine addiction of our youth by addressing the problem now. 

Action petitioned for:  We, the undersigned, are concerned citizens who urge our leaders to act now to SUPPORT HB2547 and ban the sale of 
flavored tobacco products in an effort to stop this addicting behavior for the sake of our youth. 

 
Printed name Signature Address Comment Date 
Christopher Gamboa, RDH 
Jennifer Takata, RDH 
Catherine Nakamura, RDH 
Darlee Motosue, RDH 
Justin Larson, RDH 
Jason Wolf, RDH 
Linda Austin, RDH 
Ariel Ita, RDH 
Shyla Fermahin, RDH 
Kristin Gastineau, RDH 
Teri Matsumura, RDH 
Michelle Sherman, RDH 
Marcie Wong, RDH 
Daphne Yoshikawa, RDH 
Lori Tamayori, RDH 
Lindsey Serapion Peralta, RDH 
Rhonda Tengan, RDH 
Grace Gamboa, RDH 
Kim Schneider, RDH 
Marilyn Nonaka, RDH 
Stacy Matsuyama Sekioka, RDH 

gamboac@hawaii.edu 
jen.takata@gmail.com 
katynak@yahoo.com 
dkmotosue@yahoo.com 
stanton6@hawaii.edu 
wolfrdh@gmail.com 
wlmtbooks@gmail.com 
ariel1214@yahoo.com 
shylakf@hawaii.edu 
rdh@gmail.com 
tealent@aol.com 
michelleraesherman@gmail.co 
marz656@hotmail.com 
aleasfrd@yahoo.com 
misoyucky@gmail.com 
serapionperalta@gmail.com 
rhondah212@gmail.com 
strwbrymochi@gmail.com 
kschneider@hawaii.rr.com 
texaninhawaii@gmail.com 
smsekioka@gmail.com 

   

mailto:dkmotosue@yahoo.com
mailto:ariel1214@yahoo.com
mailto:kschneider@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:texaninhawaii@gmail.com
mailto:smsekioka@gmail.com


Printed name Signature Address Comment Date 
Tabitha Kukahiko, RDH 
Holly Williams Hernandez, RDH 
Christina Rocetes, RDH 
Anna Akaka, RDH 
Candace Kawakami, RDH 
Tori Clegg, RDH 
Alissa Lee, RDH 
Barbara Pfuhl, RDH 
Adrienne Ragasa,RDH 
Tracy Furukawa, RDH 
Charlyn Loria, RDH 
Theresa Brown, RDH 
Mavis Gushiken, RDH 
Lauren Kam-Felipe, RDH 
Megan Akamine, RDH 
Ashley Lopez, RDH 
Jessica Busby, RDH 
Eileen Quinn, RDH 
Yvonne Cobb, RDH 
Nahokuheleiakeahuolu Keala, R 
Jaimie Yuen, RDH 
Kimi Yagi, RDH 
Natasha Galarza, RDH 
Nancy Tran, RDH 
Kristine Aguon, UHDH student 
Katy Nakamura, RDH 
Nora Macaraeg, RDH 
Emeraude Thai, RDH 
Dawn Hillary Pascual, RDH 
Leanne Higa, RDH 
Kristine Osada, RDH 
Jessica Lozano, RDH 

tabitha4avon@yahoo.com 
holly11williams@gmail.com 
christinalc57@gmail.com 
annaakaka@gmail.com 

denniskawakami@hawaii.rr.com 

tclegg09@gmail.com 
lalissalee@gmail,com 
barbarapfuhl@gmail.com 
ragasaadrienne@gmail.com 
alanandtracy@hawaiiantel.net 

charlyn.loria@yahoo.com 
terri4brown@aol.com 
mavisg808@hawaii.rr.com 
lkamfelipe@gmail.com 
akaminemegan@gmail.com 
aklopezz@yahoo.com 
jessica_mowder@hotmail.com 
eileenquinn@gmail.com 
yfcobb@gmail.com 
nahokukeala@gmail.com 
jyuen001@hawaii.rr.com 
kannyagi@gmail.com 
fongn@hawaii.edu 
trann@hawaii.edu 
kaguon@hawaii.edu 
katynak@yahoo.com 
noramac1500@yahoo.com 
amythai@msn.com 
dawnhillaryp@gmail.com 
higalea@hawaii.edu 
kmosada@gmail.com 
jes_lozano@yahoo.com 

mailto:tabitha4avon@yahoo.com
mailto:annaakaka@gmail.com
mailto:denniskawakami@hawaii.rr.com
mailto:tlegg09@gmail.com
mailto:alanandtracy@hawaiiantel.net
mailto:jyuen001@hawaii.rr.com


Printed name Signature Address Comment Date 
Gayle Chang, RDH 
Mikiel Lina Agoy, RDH 
Lisa Forbes, RDH 
Christen Coloma, RDH 
Diana Santiago, RDH 
James Ruiz, RDH 
Michelle Ah Sam, RDH 
Kaylee Rafol, UHDH student 
Lisa Lee, UHDH student 
Julee Omori, RDH 
Gerraine Hignite, RDH 
Cassandra Miyashiro, RDH 
Sandra Boggecs, RDH 
NeShone Gardner, RDH 
Lehua Bolton, RDH 
Yvette Like, RDH 
Vicki Phan, RDH 
Jackolyn Valenzuela, RDH 
Kathy Oide, RDH 
Nicole Pikini, RDH 
Nancy Wu, RDH 
Mindy Otake, RDH 
Tami Ryan, RDH 
Lenora Marks, RDH 
Janet Ancheta, RDH 
Joycelyn Swan, RDH 
Beverly Duyan, RDH 
Dollcy Gebauer, RDH 
Antonia Harrison, RDH 
Melinda Lau, RDH 
Jennifer Pirie, RDH 
Loreizl Cahinhinan, RDH 

gchang50@gmail.com 
m.linardh@gmail.com 
lisa.forbes411@gmail.com 
christen.coloma@gmail.com 
dianafs7@hawaii.edu 
james.amdc@gmail.com 
mdahsam@hawaii.edu 
kayleer2@hawaii.edu 
lee48@hawaii.edu 
juleeomori@gmail.com 
gerrainehignite@gmail.com 
cmiyashiro21@gmail.com 
girlfriend1969@aol.com 
kiananay@gmail.com 
lehuakaala@yahoo.com 
kaiulanu67@yahoo.com 
vickikuuo@gmail.com 
aloha.rdh@juno.com 
gkoide@hotmail.com 
nicole.pikini64@gmail.com 
cmfact742002@gmail.com 
mindybatt54@gmail.com 
tamiryan808@gmail.com 
leimarks@yahoo.com 
janetancheta9@gmail.com 
jwan02@hotmail.com 
duyan@hawaii.edu 
dollcy@lonihomes.com 
ninasant@hotmail.com 
mellau@gmail.com 
jrpirie@gmail.com 
loreizl1@gmail.com 



Printed name Signature Address Comment Date 
Raynette Kodama, RDH 
Kristine Dela Cuesta, RDH 
Noelani Greene, RDH 
Ellie Kelley-Miyashiro, RDH 
Michelle Tui, RDH 

 
 

raynettekodama@hawaii.rr.co 
Kristine_delacuesta@yahoo.com 
jusnoe@aol.com 
memiyashiro@gmail.com 
mctui@westhawaiichc.org 

 
 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     



Printed name Signature Address Comment Date 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 6:45:15 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Isaac Hartz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

When I was 12 my older brother told me to try his vape he said it was just inhale of 
flavored water when his said that it made me think of when he was 10 he told me that 
he would never smoke or do drugs. 4 yeasrs later he's smoking weed and vaping. It was 
sad to see him grow up slowly throwing his life away with every puff. In conclusion the 
flavors for vape jice should be banned because sweet flavors like that appeal to young 
kids and teens.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 7:09:25 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

CLINT GIMA Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is a no-brainer.  How many more teens do we have to get addicted to or die before 
something is done?  Do the right thing and ban flavored vape juice.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 6:31:33 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andy Takaaze Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support any possesion law. It is the most effective way to deter youth from using e-
smoking devices. Just as alcohol has strict possesion laws so should cigarettes and e-
smoking devices. Putting restrictions on flavors only limits the law abiding adults from 
choosing a more paltible flavor other than tobacco flavor for e-liquids. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 7:21:14 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kim Swartz Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I've seen young kids vaping and they like the sweet smelling candy-like flavors. That 
has to stop! 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:08:28 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John A. H. Tomoso Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

02-03-20 

RE: HB2457 

While I support this Bill, I oppose penalyzing our youth.  This Bill represents, in 
my opinion, how we must hold the industry accountable, through regulations, 
instead of punishing our youth, who have, indeed, shamelfully fallen prey to the 
industry's predatory marketing tactics!    

John A. H. Tomoso+, MSW 

51 Ku'ula St., Kahului, HI 96732-2906 

CC: CTFH-Maui 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:34:48 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Naomi Muronaka Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:38:50 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

2/3/2020 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

My name is Andrea Snow, and I live and work on Maui. I lost my grandfather and aunt 
to lung cancer, so I understand how smoking and lung disease devastates families. My 
grandfather was so addicted to nicotine, he continued to secretly smoke after having 
part of a lung removed. He started by smoking menthol cigarettes at age 12, back in the 
day before we had the research showing smoking causes cancer.  

I often go into schools to speak with students about taking care of their health. It is 
devastating to hear that many of the young people I see are already addicted to 
nicotine, and thereby tobacco, through the use of flavored electronic vaping devices.  

I am in support of HB2457, because vape and tobacco products, which contain the drug 
nicotine, should not be flavored to appeal to children. We need to stop this addictive 
product from being marketed like a candy bar.   

Banning flavors and taxing tobacco products are proven strategies to reduce youth 
initiation. Please pass HB2346 to ban flavored tobacco and vape products to stop kids 
from getting addicted to nicotine now, before another generation faces the 
consequences.  

Thank you, 

Andrea Snow 

61 Kapuai Rd.  

Haiku, HI 96708 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:01:47 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Darrel Goo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

As with alcohol and tobacco I believe we should be free to choose and we are in a state 
where we should be able to make our own decision to use or not use such products.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:17:44 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Cambra Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this Bil that bans the sale of flavored tobacco products!  The 
deception of mislabeling e-liquid products containing nicotine is hooking in our 
kids!  Fines and penalties for violations should be established! 

Thank you, 

mom of 3 boys 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:22:31 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jake lowery Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student and i think tobaco should not be targetting children.  Fun 
flavors attract kids like me.  Elementary kids really like cotten candy flavor.  Adults 
don't.  Even menthol flavor is fun for teens.  All of these flavors and advertising should 
not be available to kids, but they are.  Please help us stop this problem.   

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:24:15 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cole camara Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student and i think tobaco should not be targetting children.  Fun 
flavors attract kids like me. Elementary kids really like cotten candy 
flavor.  Adults don't. Even menthol flavor is fun for teens. All of these flavors and 
advertising should not be available to kids, but they are.  Please help us stop this 
problem.( we are not robots i just got my friend to send me this) 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:26:35 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

meleana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Companies should not target children because its pretty much just ruing childrens lives. 

How dare you. meleana 7th grader 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:29:16 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

janaiah kaupe Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha i am a 7th grade student that thinks tabacco/vaping company's should not 
be allowed to target children because of causes with death and being led sick or 
into the hospital . tabacco can cause your lungs to collapse or can cause 
popcorn lungs . vaping can lead to having vapor smoke in your lungs and can 
also cause yellow/rotten teeth along with tabacco . 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:30:21 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

J-Lah Sinenci Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

i am a 7th grade student and i think vaping companies are targeting kids mostly. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:30:53 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

cherish-piimauna-beck Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

ALOHA!! Im a 7th grade student and I think that tabaco should not target kids my 
age becaucse there to young to start smoking tabaco.I know that many kids other 
schools smoke tabaco because of the smell or the flavor like unicorn tears,cotton 
cand i dont no but i here that many kids like it to make them popular and just 
know that if people dont accept you for who you are then accept your self for who 
you want to be in the futur that means no to smoke tabaco. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:31:53 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary santa maria Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB 2457. I support the banning of flavored tobacco products including 
menthol, mint, wintergreen and Hawaii specific flavors such as lilikoi and guava. These 
flavors attract teens and preteens to electronic smoking devices that mask that 
unpleasant flavor of toacco and chemicals with chemicals that imitate natural flavors. 
These chemicals including the high concentrates of nicotine, injure the developing 
brains of youth.  

I also oppose any and all fines for youth who are caught using. I encourage the House 
to hold the Tobacco Industry responsible for appealing to youth so as to guarantee 
future addicted smokers. Regulation for the industry is neccessary. 

Mahalo 

Mary Santa Maria 

Makawao, Hawaii 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:35:16 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

P Kuromoto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

This legislation is fatally flawed: 

- Regular commercial, legal nicotine (or no-nicotine) e-cigarette use or vaping is not 
linked to lung injury, let alone death. The CDC has conclusively linked the recent 
outbreak of illness to specific chemicals used by illegal THC/cannabis/marijuana 
concentrates dealers. These are two very different products and markerts. The state 
department of health must be aware of this and must not lie about it. 

- Most youth do not cite flavors as the reason the primary reason they tried ecigarettes 
on the 2019 National Youth Tobacco Survey. Only 22% cited flavors, versus 55% citing 
simple curiosity and 30% citing a friend or family member using them. 

- The so-called "youth epidemic" is overblown. The vast majority of youth reporting in 
the 2018 and 2019 youth tobacco surveys are not habitual users, and of the ones that 
are, the great majority are or were tobacco users. And as the statistics show, youth 
smoking is down. This means that vaping, while novel and interesting to experimenters 
being an ascendant technology, is in fact doing the same thing in youth as it is in adults 
-- displacing smoking. This is good. 

- Nicotine ecigarette risk is assessed at least 95% less than smoking cigarettes and a 
recent study confirmed it to be twice as effective for quitting smoking as patches, gum, 
and other similar products. This is why the UK's public health system embraces 
ecigarettes as smoking harm reduction and even places vape shops in hospitals. 

Flavors are an integral component of tobacco harm reduction vaping, the vast majority 
of legal, adult vapers use and prefer non-tobacco flavors. Banning them would destroy a 
legal, vastly healthier alternative to tobacco smoking, destroying many businesses in 
Hawaii while leading tens of thousands of Hawaii residents back to smoking. Vaping is 
not smoking, it is the SOLUTION to smoking, yet every year the legislature tries to ban it 
again. It is past time for the state to recognize that vaping is one of the best harm-
reduction technologies ever invented and embrace it. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:40:33 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

dusty Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student.  Vaping or smoking in any way makes your lungs look like a 
raizen and it could have some bad consequences like lung cancer and when it comes to 
vaps and the nicatin inside is really bad for kids.  Flavors attract them more.   

 





HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:49:55 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

stacia deponte Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

i disagree  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:41:55 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie L Tanner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I, and all others who care about Hawaii's children, STRONGLY SUPPORT this Bill 
to prohibit e-cigarette flavors, including menthol, in this democratic state. 

I am writing to confirm, along with the Dept. of Education's and Dept.of Health's 
research, that e-cigarette experimentation and QUICK DEPENDENCE upon nicotine 
occurs in children, as well as those 18-years and over, with devastating effect due 
to flavors and menthol.  Nicotine is NOT 'maui mango, cookie monsta, or other 'cute' 
marketing ploys' but a killer of mucus membranes designed to protect our lung, throat, 
sinus, oral cavities, gastrointestinal track, etc. 

As a highly qualified licensed teacher in Hawaii schools, I have been a direct 
witness: there have been continuing e-cigarette usage by elementary children (3rd, 4th, 
5th) and middle, high schoolers, too, brought to campus and discovered AT 
SCHOOL.  It is proven by social scientists that menthol flavors are marketed as 'cooling' 
[UNTRUE] and 'suave for women and minorities' [ALSO UNTRUE].  As a former 
smoker, the addiction of nicotine, was a devastating years-long habit for me, and the 
ability to quit took an extraordinary amount of action and motivation.  However 
nicotine/tobacco is consumed, is truly harmful, and luring impressionable kids to try 
'kicky' flavors seems draconian (for PROFIT) and outright cruel (for HOOKING PEOPLE 
on an every-20-minute habit).  There is no redemeaning value for e-cigs or any 
flavors, including menthol as they are NOT FDA-approved, DO NOT ASSIST nicotine 
dependent people to stop, nor better as second-hand smoke. 

As a Representative in Committee for the People, you have a wonderful, excellent 
opportunity to directly encourage the health and welfare of our children and citizenry by 
BANNING ALL E-CIGARETTE FLAVORS, INCLUDING MENTHOL.  PLEASE BE 
PONO! 

  

  

  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:53:47 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Weiner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am supplying written testimony in support of HB2457. As a long-time pediarician on 
Kauai, I have witnessed the discouraging rise in the use of vaping products among my 
patients, starting as early as sixth grade. Others of my patients complain they cannot 
use the restrooms in the middle and high schools becasue of the students vaping in the 
restrooms. E-cigarette use has exploded in the past few years, undoing all of the 
progress we have made over more than 20 years of strenuous and successful efforts to 
decrease adolescent tobacco use. 

Hawaii has one of the highest rates of middle and high school use of e-cigarette in the 
US. There are several reasons for this - sweet flavorings, attractive colorful packaging, 
high concentrations of nicotine in the vaping liquid which is very addicitve, among 
others. In Hawaii, local manufacturers are making and marketing flavors especially 
especially chosen to attract our keiki: Hawaiian POG, Hawaiian Sweet Rolls, Halawa 
Guava, etc. Over 80% of children and aolescents who use tobacco products have 
begun by using flavored products, equivalent to a starter drug. Likewise, it is well-known 
that vulnerable, low-income groups are particularly attracted by menthol tobacco 
products - we know that 78% of Hawaiian and other Pacific Islander smokers use 
menthol cigarettes, which is another compelling reason to eliminate menthol flavors as 
well. 

It cannot be stressed enough that e-cigarette liquids contain a much higher nicotine 
concentration than even cigarettes, which make them extremely addicive as well as 
toxic. The irony is that those smokers who feel they have "quit smoking" have only 
substituted one poison for an even more deadly one. So in fact, Juul and the other 
manufacturers have intentionally increased the addicitve nicotine exposure, which 
increases the desire for more and more vaping, while convincing both smokers and 
legislatures that this is a "smoking cessation product." 

The case for prohibition of menthol and all other flavored tobacco products is very 
strong - it is creating nicotine addiction among children and adolescents who otherwise 
would not have become smokers, toxic nicotine is in high concentrations in vaping 
liquids, menthol flavors attract lower income adults to start smoking, and the sweet 
flavors and colorful packaging attract toddler and children to mistakenly ingest them and 
become very sick or even die from the nicotine exposure. There is no reason to have 



flavored tobacco products, and many compelling reasons to make them illegal. I hope 
you will disregard tobacco company propaganda and approve HB2457. 

Linda Weiner, MD 

Pediatrics, Kauai 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 9:56:51 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

HANALEI BENN Irie Hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

The reason why I oppose this bill is because I myself have used flavored tobacco to get 
myslef off of cigarettes. Two years going now and I smoke way less and love the smell 
It puts off when i do smoke around other people. I myself have one curtain flavor and it 
would be unfortunate if it didnt have the choice anymore. It's nice to have the choice of 
how I like to smoke. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:10:27 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kathleen Hagan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

As a parent, nurse, and teacher, I am strongly in SUPPORT of the flavored 
tobacco ban. We have an epidemic in youth vaping/e-cigarette use in Hawaii and 
statistics show that 81% of youth who vape say that they started with a flavored 
product. The sweet flavors- some of them locally themed like Maui Mango and 
Hawaiian POG and coming in deceptive packaging that looks like candy-  lure 
kids in, decrease perception of harm, and then they become addicted to nicotine. 
Menthol is another flavor popular with those trying tobacco for the first time due 
to its cooling properties. Furthermore, menthol has historically targeted 
vulnerable groups and is popular amongst Native Hawaiians and Pacific 
Islanders, making it a social justice issue as well as a public health one. The 
health risks of e-cigarettes are well documented as are the disruptions to classes 
and schools. We have an opportunity to intervene in this unfolding public health 
crisis in Hawaii by passing this bill to protect our keiki. As the parent of a soon-
to-be 11 year-old starting middle school this Fall, there is no time to delay.  

Mahalo, 

Kathleen Hagan, MS, APRN, ANP-BC 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 10:18:01 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Stevenson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I Strong;y OPPOSE this bill. I oppose the ban on flavored eliquids because i am an 
adult that chose over 8 years ago to change my life. I was succesful in transitioning from 
traditional cigarrettes to Vaping because of flavored eliquids. My Pcp has given a better 
health report. I go to my doctor on a regular basis as i am a diabetic type 2. I have never 
been hospitalized from any injuries due to vaping. Vaping has been proven by the FDA 
and the CDC to be 95% healthier than smoking. I can taste my food now that i no longer 
smoke. I have more energy to play with and entertain my grandchildren. I do agree with 
the increase in fines that should be given to those whom are caught with a electronic 
cigarrette or an eliquid. But dont make it a miniscual amount. If you can fine a Vapor 
shop $500 to $2500 for selling to a minor then the punishment for a minor whom 
succeeds in attaining a device or eliquid from a shop with a false ID or other means. 
Then that under age person should be given the same amount in fines. I also do not 
agree with just penalizing a person 18-21 years of age who is convicted of possesion of 
a tobacco product. It should read all ages under the age of 21. The FEDERAL law (T21) 
is now nation wide. Requires all Purchases of Vape related tobacco products must be 
sold to persons 21 and older. I also DO NOT agree with your loop hole that an individual 
under the age of 21 convicted of possesion of tobacco products will be allowed to 
circumvent the situation by disposing of a device and or eliquid in front of an police 
officer or D.O.E employee. You are creating a safe harbor for those offenders. Why are 
you shielding the offenders. Offenders mjust be dealt with swiftly to right the wrongs. 
Giving them a safe harbor or back door out of the situation just impllies that they can 
keep doing it ovfer and over again. You are giving them a way out. Does a shop get a 
way out if convicted to selling devices or eliquids to a person under the age of 21?  

 







HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 11:52:08 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Claire Kamalu Carroll Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I would like to testify on HB2457. These flavored devices have been the culprit of an 
epidemic here in Hawaii and our nation with our youth. We need to proactive in working 
on the same mission such as saving lives and ban flavored products of vaping devices. 
We see such flavors such as Cotton candy, passion fruit, bubblegum,mint etc. These 
companies say they are not appealing to our youth but that comment is false. I have 
witnessed children who are wearing nicotine patches due to vaping and have become 
addicted. Please remember that our decisions may either help or hurt our future. Vaping 
is dangerous, it affects the respiratory and kids are ending up in hospitals and even 
death. I ask once again to support HB2457 and help with saving our community from 
further harm of e-cigarettes and vaping devices, especially flavored. 

  

Mahalo nui, 

  

Claire Kamalu Carroll  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 11:58:52 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Adults should be free to choose flavored vape products just as they are free to choose 
flavored alcohol products. Hawaii is becoming a huge communist state with all the 
restrictions and laws being passed taking the freedom away from the people! Please 
show us proof teens are purchasing flavored vape products from local stores real proof 
not hearsay. Punish those breaking the law! 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:28:14 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Randi D Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:32:37 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nedabiah hoopai-
feliciano 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I'm a 7th grader and I think the tabaco company should not target us children because if 
us kids start vaping or smoking cigerettes there gonna get addited to it and can't stop 
doing it also they will be doing it until they die.They will be dead because they were 
smoking sooo much of cierettes and vapes. Also, because they would be a bad 
examples for other children and other fucture generationthat is coming into the would. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:42:26 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ocean Lanakila 
Kanuha 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I my name is Ocean Lanikila Kanuha and I am a 7th grader at Hana School in 
Hawaii.  I don't think tobacco products should be targeted to kids because they can die. 
Flavors attract kids more than adults. This is not ok. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:50:34 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

zaesha-myah Anela 
okealoha ortiz 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Im a 7th grader and i dont think that vaping is ok exspetially if the vape and tabako 
compony` is targeting littel kids 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 12:53:30 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

VALENTINO 
MIRANDA-KEPA 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha. Please OPPOSE Bill HB2457 I Believe if you support BILL'S ON POSSESSION 
which means people under the age of 21 will be faced with legal action while in 
possession of any Cigarettes or Electronic Devices is the ANSWER not a BAN OR 
RAISING TAXES ON VAPING PRODUCTS. SO PLEASE OPPOSE THIS BILL. 

Thanks for your time. 
Valentino Miranda-Kepa  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:00:35 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stratton McClure Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student at Hana School.  I think that tobacco should not be targetting 
kids.  Flavors attract kids.  Tobacco companies flavor products so they can attract more 
people including children.   

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:01:53 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ho'ola'i fillazar Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

im a 7th grade student and i dont think the tabaco company should target us childeren 
becuse if us kids start vaping or smoking cigerettes there gonna get addicted and cant 
stop and there gonna keep on doing it until they die and the reason there gonna be 
dead is because of all those things they ur smoking like the vapes and the 
ciggerets.And vapes have all kinds of thing in there liquid like hair 
spray,gasoline,clorox,laundry diturgent.And all that bad stuff can make ur lungs callaps. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:04:56 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

namahana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Namahana (7th grader at Hana school), and I dont think they should 
target kids with tabacco because if kids start smoking at a young age their life could end 
really early and the human population could eventually lower by a lot.  Flavors and fun 
packages attract kids 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:17:53 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cyrus Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Cyrus D., and I am from Kalihi, on the island of Oahu. I am testifying 
as a high school student. I am testifying on the HB2457- Relating To The Youth 
Vaping Epidemic. I am testifying in support of this bill. 

I support the banning of flavored tobacco products because I see teens near or 
outside the school I am currently attending vaping. Every time I walk to school or 
go home, most of the time, the smell of flavored vapors, such as  Strawberry and 
Bubblegum, suddenly appear, and it is distinguishable that it is from an 
electronic cigarette. My friends and I would always cover our nose and mouth to 
avoid inhaling the vapor since studies show that the vapers affect one's lungs 
and even the brain. Seeing this youth breathing-in flavored tobacco products 
makes me worried for them. Many of them might not be thinking or know the 
negative consequence of vaping. The worst thing is when my friends, my sister, 
and I are at the bus stop waiting for the bus. There are times when an individual, 
or several of them, is vaping at the bus stop, and often we have no choice but to 
leave where we are, away from all the vapors. It is displeasing. Besides this 
experience, I conducted an educational presentation to health classes in the 
school I am attending, and their experiences of encountering flavored tobacco 
seem to be the same. The most common experience students had is finding that 
e-cigs and e-juice are places next to candies in convenient stores, and the sweets 
appear identical to the tobacco product. Flavored tobacco products are affecting 
the youth, including me, in our community, and something needs to happen. 

In addition to my experiences, Hawaii's youth vaping epidemic is on the rise. Our 
state is one of the smallest states in our country, yet the youth vaping is one of 
the highest rates. According to the Hawaii YRBS (2017), about 15.7% of middle 
schoolers, and 25.5% of high schoolers are currently vaping in our small state. 
This statistic is high and concerning because electronic cigarettes contain 
dangerous chemicals such as nicotine. As we all know, nicotine is a highly 
addictive chemical that can impact the lungs and the adolescent's brain. Apart 
from the nicotine and other dangerous drugs, the youth vaping rates in our state 
and other areas are high due to the number of flavors that exist in the market. 
There are over 15,500 flavors currently being irresponsibly sold in the market. 
The flavors are for sure attracting the youth to try different ones, but one thing 
they don't know is that the nicotine has hooked them in a dangerous path. 



As a future healthcare worker, the health of the youth and future generations is 
important. It bothers me that the Tobacco companies are focused on targeting the 
youth. I am in full support of this bill- HB2457 - for the safety of the youth and the 
future generation. 

  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:32:33 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kawaiolaakealoha 
Sanita 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Hi I am Kawaiolaakealoha Sanita a 8th grade student ant Hana High and Elementary 
School. I'm here to say that tobacco products are very bad for not just minors but also 
adults to. Vapes, weed, cigerets ec. are all very bad and for your phycical and metal 
health. I know the side affects that affect minors and adults. Smoking weed can 
sometimes cause certian peopls brain to react differently which can cause depression 
and suicidal thoughts. "Marijuana use has also been linked with depression and anxiety, 
and with suicidal thoughts among teens" says the Center for Disease Control and 
Pervention. What I read from them tells me that smoking can really harm everyone 
espesally teens. We as a comunnity need to stop tobacco and drug abuse for our 
genoration.  

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:34:24 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mahea Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an 8th grade student.  Smoking is bad in general but its even worses for kids. 
Smoking at a young age is very bad because your brain and body or still growing and it 
couol effect your growth. Also it is very bad for your lungs and heath in general. It is 
very addictive and it is hard to stop smoking . 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 11:14:25 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Richard Collins Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:46:41 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

ekolu Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I'm in the 8th grade and think that its bad that the tobaco companys are targeting little 
kids by selling products that are pleasing to their liking. This is causing problems for 
these young kids like having health issue due to vaping. Several cases has shown us 
that it is taking their lives because of them using it. We need to take a stand and get it 
off the shelves for good. These products are dangerous for us students, so if it is 
banned for good, we will not have to worry about it any more. It will also not be so 
tempting when it is easily accessed to young kids. Help save us from dying. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:52:43 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

julian Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hi, I am an 8th grade student at Hana School.  my thought's about tobacco killing kid's 
is bad.   

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:53:53 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kawelo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am an 8th grade student.  I don't think kids should be targeted with fun flavors. Ithink 
this because their life would be short and wont have any time to experience thing they 
never did before. 

 



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 1:42:31 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kaimana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

school is junk 

 



!

To Whom it May Concern, !

My name is Emma Whitney, and I am the owner of Emma Whitney Photography. I live 
in Kula and I am writing you regarding a very important issue, for our community and 
out keiki.!

I am writing regarding the upcoming hearing for the measure HB 2457. I am testifying 
in STRONG, and UNYIELDING SUPPORT of HB 2457.!

For me, it is inconceivable that this is even a question on the table, for the facts 
regarding the harm of tobacco are undeniable. The use of candy ßavors to directly 
target children, are reprehensible and as undeniable. When I was coming of age, in the 
80Õs and 90Õs, tobacco manufacturers used menthol tobacco to do this, and it worked. 
This is the cigarette that my friends chose, because it tased minty. !

The tobacco industry is depending on our lifelong addiction, for their monetary 
security, so it is no surprise that they are scared, for when the true nature of the 
addiction and health impacts, came to light, the number of smokers hit record lows. To 
now use ßavors that mirror sugar childrenÕs candies, to gain new smokers, reaches a 
whole new level of low! This tragic and disgusting and it is only hurting our children and 
our community. !

It should alarm you, that 42% of all High School students, and 27% of Middle School 
students have tried these products. Of course, they have! Candy ßavored anything, is 
appealing. All of these children are at an enormous risk for long term, severely 
detrimental, and terminal health issues.!

These products do not help people quit, as they are touted. Instead, children are 
picking them up and getting hooked. By choosing to sell these products, we are 
contributing to the inevitable long term harm of these children. !

Please, protect our children. No one needs candy ßavored tobacco. !

Mahalo for doing right by our community. !

Aloha,"
Emma Whitney!

e.thompson
Late





HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 4:56:54 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ned Garcia Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Protect our freedom of choice. 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 5:16:27 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Johnathon G. Myers Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am writing in STRONG OPPOSITION to HB2457. 

  

Any regulation of flavors should occur at the federal level - Congress empowered FDA 
to establish tobacco product standards such as restricting flavors only if FDA 
determines that such action would be appropriate for the protection of the public health 
based on science and evidence. 

  

Potential Harm Reduction Should Be Considered - E-vapor category is relatively new, 
some public health and tobacco control researchers have reached the preliminary 
conclusion that e-vapor products may present a compelling risk reduction opportunity 
compared to combustible cigarettes. Mitch Zeller, Director of the Center for Tobacco 
Products at FDA, along with many scientific experts, has recognized the promise 
tobacco harm reduction and potentially reduced risk products may hold for public 
health.  In a recent letter to the World Health Organization, 53 global experts on nicotine 
policy stated that policies that are excessively restrictive or burdensome on lower risk 
products can have the unintended consequence of protecting cigarettes from 
competition from less hazardous alternatives and cause harm as a result. In a recent 
survey of 4,618 e-vapor consumers, almost half of participants said that a lack of variety 
of flavors would make reducing or completely switching from smoking cigarettes less 
likely. 

  

Approximately 90% of adult e-vapor consumers report using flavored products.  Hawaii 
should respect the preferences of adult consumers to use flavored products, especially 
when they could play a role in reducing tobacco-related harm. We believe regulators 
and legislators should tailor public policies to reflect the uniqueness of this category, 
including the fact that these products emit vapor, not smoke. 

  

kobayashi1
Late





HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:31:24 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

natalea mikami Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/3/2020 8:54:50 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alayna Revell Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this bill. 

 



kobayashi1
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 8:23:40 AM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Alan Watanabe Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:25:29 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Mikkel Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am part of a 7th grade class that doesn't support the use of vaps and or other tobacco 
related products and hopes that you will soon pass a law prohibiting the use of targeted 
ads on kids cartoons or shows that show tobacco products. They should know the risks 
of vaping or smoking . 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 12:57:54 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laumana Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am a 7th grade student and i think that tobacco products are bad for the whole 
enviorment because alot of people dont know or they do but they dont care about the 
causes of theyr actions. 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:32:22 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Deslyn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Im a student from Hana and im against youth vaping because little kids basically babies 
are smoking which will affect them from having a bright future. 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:37:52 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shaunnie tolentino-
kaiwi 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

My name is Shaunnie im a 8th grader here at Hana High and Elementary school. I am 
writing this to testify on my behalf saying that the tabaco company should not be 
targeting us young youths. I have seen the product that they are making and it looks like 
what every child would like to have. It looks like a juice box, candy and jackets that 
make them hide it. These types of things should not be happening. It is dangerous for 
us kids and if you care for young children and their future, you need to put a stop to this 
kinds of companies. Flovoring is what is drawing us young kids to vape. Stop it once 
and for all. 

Mahalo, 

Shaunnie 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:41:24 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kiluapaka Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

tobacco is bad for you 

 

e.thompson
Late



HB-2457 
Submitted on: 2/4/2020 1:51:13 PM 
Testimony for HLT on 2/4/2020 2:15:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jacob pu Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

am a 8th grade student. i think tobaco products are bad for kids because they have 
different kinds of flavers that are adicting to kids.  

 

e.thompson
Late
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